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— Baha’w’llah, quoted by Shogh
" in God Passes By, p. 185
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' Much had happened in the five years Baha’u’llah, His
family, and His followers had lived in Adrianople. The authori-
ties of the Ottoman Empire were growing increasingly alarmed
by Baha’u’llah’s powerful words and the way He was winning
the hearts and minds of all who knew Him. People from all
over the empire, including some of the most learned, had come
to join Him in exile and hardship. The authorities were fright-
ened by this amazing devotion.

R ﬁ‘f*}h In their fear, the authorities were more than willing s _
~ to listen to the evil words of Bahd’u’llah’s enemy, Siyyid pee 9
Muhammad. He said that large numbers of Baha’is were \}
oy assembling in Adrianople and that Baha’u’llah was conferring g .
& 5

with the Bulgarian revolutionaries and about to make trouble.
The men in power decided to do something about it.

: & These authorities began to detain and question the e ‘“i:‘*

Bahad’is in Adrianople. The friends were becoming very anxious
& and confused, only wanting to peacefully return to their homes. -
S They didn’t know what was happening, but Bahd’u’llah had o -,
y "\"# ““long felt the coming of another banishment. He told some of ; & S 2

His companions to leave Adrianople immediately. “Why |
should all be imprisoned and no one be left to teach the

“i ; ; Cause of God?” He asked.
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Mirza Yahya and his dependents were still ordered to go
~ to Cyprus. Unfortunately, four of the faithful were forced to go
with them. One was so grieved that he jumped ship and plum-
- meted into the roiling sea. He would rather drown than face an

Y ko earthly separation from his Beloved. He was plucked from the

ey water and with great difficulty revived. In the midst of this anx-
s ious moment, Bahd’w’lldh lovingly jested, “Did you wish to
feed the fishes?” The authorities remained unmoved. He must
go to Cyprus.

The group bound for ‘Akka was forced to embark so
hurriedly that they were unable to provide for the voyage. A
friend had brought a few loaves of bread and a little cheese.
That was all

The sea was rough moat crowded the exﬂes ‘worn
out by sickness and filth. ‘There was no room to lie dQSNﬁ and

Jindb-i-Munib died en route. Thgé i e ed for a fsy

Haifa. Some were so we
ashore in chairs.

~ After o1 only WhOllI’S tﬁ'e weary exiles wef%ﬁt bac ‘
nto the boat for the | st leg of their journey. It was A, "‘"’ o
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them infidels, criminals, and sowers of sedition, among many

other things. As the gates of the prison slammed shut behind -

them, the Baha’is stood ankle-deep in mud and filth. They were A &
feverish, wracked by thirst and hunger, and terrified of the '

unknown. : -~

Baha’w’llah called this place the Most Great Prison. Not

even the Siydh-Chal, the Black Pit of Tihrdn, could equal it.

Here the authorities thought they could quench the light of

Baha’u’llah forever. He is closely guarded, and He won’t live

long, they said. But, as Baha’u’llah later wrote, “Upon Our

arrival, We were welcomed with banners of light, where-
B upon the Voice of the Spirit cried out saying: ‘Soon will
ﬁ all that dwell on earth be enlisted under these banners.”
o

Unwittingly, the authorities had brought Him to the Holy
Land, the Strong City, the Door of Hope. Many prophecies about
Baha’u’llah’s coming are recorded in the Old Testament of the
Christian Holy Bible. Ezekiel, the prophet, had proclaimed,
“And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way
of the east and His voice was like a noise of many waters.” “The
Lord will roar from Zion,” said Amos. And in the words of
Micah, “From Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the
fortresses even to the river, and from sea to sea, arLd from moun-

'gﬁ'n he shall come.” 43

S and rulers had had their chance to accept
- Bahd’w’lldh and change the course of the world. Now it was too
- late for them. In ‘Akk4, in the Most Great Prison, Bahd’w’llah
~ said these words to ‘Abdu’l-Bahé: “Now I concentrate on My
- work of writing commands and counsels for the world of
Ny the future . . . I have finished with the outer world,
nceforth,Lme o

y the disciples.”
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