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Written by Jean Gould
Illustrated by Jaci Ayorinde

The authorities of Constantinople were afraid. It was
true that they had invited Bahd'u’llah and His company of
believers to their city. They had given the invitation when they
learned He was to leave Baghdad. But after only four months,
Baha'u’llah was winning the hearts and minds of the citizens.

_They were irresistibly drawn to His love, generosity, and
Teachings for a new Day.

Baha'u’llah also refused to beg or bribe the authorities
for favors, as was the custom. This was unusual, and they were
outraged when they didn’t get any money. Those in command
decided there was only one possible solution: Baha'ulldh

- must leave the city.
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of the city. They had come because they were invited. They had %

done nothing but obey the government, earn their own living,
and live quietly and simply. They had also aided the poor and
helpless in the city. Now they were to be banished again.

Bahd'u’llah wrote a letter to the ruler of Constantinople.
As the Pasha read it, the blood drained from his face. It was a
command from the King of Kings, he said. He refused to reveal
its contents to anyone, and his fear grew. He demanded that
Baha'u’llah leave the city at once.

Bahd'u’lldh told every Bahd'i to stand firm and prepare
for a martyr’s death. His true lovers were joyously ready to do
this. But Mirza Yahyd, Bahd'u’llah’s troublesome half-brother,
began to whine and groan. So did Mirza Yahya’s companions.
Baha'u’lldh could have easily broken the ties that held Him to
this brother. The infant Baha'i Faith, though, was still too new
and fragile for such a break. Baha'u’llah decided to hide Mirza
Yahya's cowardly behavior yet again. Then He prepared to
leave Constantinople.

There wasn’t space or money enough for everyone to go.
Baha'u’lldh had to send away some of His faithful followers to
make their living wherever they could. One of the faithful had
walked beside Bahd'u'llah’s kajavih all the way from Baghdad.
Another was their coppersmith. Yet another of the faithful had
groomed Baha'u’llah’s horses since the days in Baghdad.
Nabil-i-A'’zam had carefully recorded many events of this new
Faith. These and many others had to leave the company. How
awful to have to choose those who must be separated from
their Beloved!

Of course, Mirza Yahya stayed with Baha'u'lldh. He must
be watched and kept quiet. His lies and plots must be hidden
until the Faith was stronger.
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who remained witl >pa red for a
They had very little time and very little money.
e itw e dead of winter. The grandfathers and great-
andfa _er§ said théy had never seen such a terrible winter. :
he snow was falling as they left. On the way, they saw peo- |
le lying frozen along the roadside. Once they tried to find
* their way through the dark in freezing rain. Always they
" traveled cold and hungry. There was never enough clothing
. to warm their bodies or enough hot food to warm their
stomaclj{&_Somehdw, they found the strength to go on.

R, A It t&)k the travelers 12 days to complete the night-
mare journey to Adrianople. Of their suffering, Bahd'u'llih
said that even “the eyes of Our enemies wept over Us.” x
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