The following story is from the book

The Central Figures

These stories are lovingly provided to download as a convenience to
teachers or communities otherwise unable to acquire the book.
Each book in this storybook series also includes an appendix with
questions for discussion and reflection, a glossary of words and
phrases used in the stories, a bibliography, and an index.

These books may be purchased from the Louhelen Baha’i School
bookstore for $15.25 each, including shipping in the United States,
or $23.00 to most international locations. Email:
Louhelen@usbnc.org for details.

Graphic Design by Pepper Peterson Oldziey

Baha'i Publishing Trust, Wilmette, Illinois 60091-2886
Copyright © 2003 by the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'’is of the United States of America

All rights reserved

Published 2003

06 0504 03 4321

Printed in the United States of America

[Mlustrations: cover © 2002 David S. Ruhe; pp. 35-36 Courtesy of the Audio Visual Department
of the Baha’i World Center, Haifa, Israel; p. 23 Courtesy of the National Baha’i Archives,
Wilmette, Illinois; pp. 21, 32, 33-38, 55, 62-69, 75, 91, 94 Photographs courtesy of Pepper
Oldziey; pp. 163, 166-169 © 2003 Pepper Oldziey; p. 136 © 2003 Autumn-Grace Dougherty;
pp- 25-28 © 2002 Ed Phillips; pp. 10-15, 96-101 © 2003 Cam Herth; pp. 4, 56-61 © 2003
Carrie Kneisler; pp. 2, 6-9, 90, 92-93, 122-128 © 2003 Carla Trimble; pp. 1, 5, 44-54 © 2003
Beth Farkas; pp. 71-74, 137-140, 157-162 © 2003 Cindy Pacileo; pp. 70, 156 © 2003 Carl
Cordini; pp. 107-112, 129, 141-146, 164-165 © 2003 Winifred Barnum Newman; pp. 113—
117, 148-151 © 2003 Barbara Trauger; pp. 147, 152-155 © 2003 Omid Nolley and Majid
Nolley; pp. 84-87, 89 © 2003 Leona Hosack, pp. 95, 102-106 © 2003 Jeanine Hunt. The
illustrations appearing on pp. 109-110 include images reprinted with permission from
Children’s Stories from the Dawn-Breakers (Wilmette, IL: Bellwood Press, 2000), pp. 77 and 83.
All other illustrations © 2003 National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'’is of the United States.

*
o

e

Core Curriculum for Spiritual Education - Stories Bahdi Publishing Trust
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah4'fs of the United States Wilmetre, Illinois



that have streamed
_ forth from the source
“of power and descended
from the heaven of glory
are innumevable and beyond
the orvdinary comprehension of
man . . . Ponder a while those
holy words in your
heart, and, with
utter detachment,s

meaning.

— Baha'wllah, The Kitdb-i-igdn. p. 5
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Mirza Haydar-Ali’s 53 %s
~ ‘ by Gail Radley .
Greatest Wlsh o

Mirza Haydar-‘Ali’s greatest wish was to serve Baha’u’llah.
Once Baha’u’llah wrote to him, asking what his plans were.
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali did not know what to say. He did not want to
make plans for himself.

Please ask Baha’u’llah to tell me what He wants me
to do, Mirza Haydar-‘Ali begged ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I am alone in the
world. I have no one to look after, and no place I have to be.
I only want to serve Baha’w’llah. With Baha'u’llah’s blessings, ~ -
he was sure he could do whatever he was asked. Q ﬁf(.jﬁ

‘Abdu’l-Baha agreed, and soon Mirza Haydar-‘Ali was told . >
what he was to do. Many Bah&’is passed through Constantinople _,:;:—Zsﬁ.v‘-—-—:ﬁg.

.'-:._ -—'. e S ——

on the way to and from seeing Baha’u’llah in Adrianople. Mirza _,_: RS i
Haydar-‘Ali would go there to help them. It was a happy time for e > %:
Mirz& Haydar-‘Ali. He worked hard sending letters and Tablets 2 | T SR ‘;ﬁ
and doing other things for the Bahd’is. Often his friend Aga gtﬁ" S SN o
Muhammad-‘Ali asked him to send supplies to Adrianople. ﬁ““‘w—%e " @E: L_
Once Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali asked Mirza Haydar-‘Alf to ;_5 v E:_?"_' - 3

send some tea. - .}

Bahd’u’lldh: The Mysteries and Hidden Meanings in the Writings of Bah&'u’llsh



Soon after Mirza Haydar-‘Ali sent the tea, a letter came
from his friend. This is not good tea, the letter gently told him.
Since the tea will be served in the presence of Baha’u’llah,
you should have tried it first yourself. You should have made
sure that it was good.

Mirza Haydar-‘Ali frowned. Why did Aga Muhammad-‘Ali
scold him? He was always helping and doing good things! Mirza
Haydar-‘Ali dashed off an angry letter to his friend.

Soon, a letter came to him from Baha’u’llah Himself!
What could be in it? Trembling, Mirza Haydar-‘Ali read the letter.
The letter told Mirza Haydar-‘Ali that he was a faithful servant
and that Bah&’u’lldh was pleased with him!

Mirza Haydar-‘Ali sat back and thought. Aga Muhammad-
‘Ali’s words of advice had annoyed him. But Baha'u’llah’s words
of love filled him with guilt! If he were truly a faithful servant,
he thought, wouldn’t he have sent Baha'u’llah the best tea?
If he really wanted to please Baha'u’llah, would he have
become angry with his friend who only gave him
good advice? Yet Bahd’'u’llah had only good
things to say about him. Why?
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Tears sprang to Mirza Haydar-‘Ali’s eyes. He prayed to God
to make him a better servant. Then he begged ‘Abdu’l-Baha to
ask Bah&’u’llah to forgive him. Still, Bahd’u’llah had only loving
words for Mirza Haydar-‘Ali. He said nothing about the tea or the
angry letter. The more Baha’u’llah showered him with love, the
more unworthy Mirza Haydar-‘Ali felt. If only Baha'u’llah would
tell him what to do, show him how to be a better servant.

Then Bahad’u’llah sent him instructions: Go to Egypt and
teach the Cause.

Mirza Haydar-‘Ali’s heart lifted—Baha’'u’llah did forgive
him! Bah&’u’llah was giving him another chance to live up to His
words of praise.

And Mirza Haydar-‘Ali’s greatest wish would still come
true—he could continue to serve his beloved Baha’u’llah. =
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