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Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali also tells what happened
when government officials saw Baha’u’llah for
the first time:

In the afternoon of the first day of Ridvan Baha'u’llah
came out of the inner apartment to the place where the
head of the customs and his officers were seated.

As soon as He arrived, they arose spontaneously and,
although it was not their way, they bowed. Lost in
bewilderment and filled with wonder, they remained
standing. Their hearts were enamoured of His peerless
and beauteous countenance. Bahau’llah went to them and
spoke words of loving kindness. He then went back to the
inner section. Bewildered and perplexed, the officer asked,
“Who was this distinguished personage? Is He the Holy
Spirit or the King of Kings?” We answered, “He is the
father of ‘Abbas Effendi (‘Abdu’l-Baha).” *
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