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Hatred and Miracle e e

For almost ten years, Baha’u’llah lived in Baghdad, Iraq,
meeting with the followers of the Bab, with the people living
in the city, and with the Muslim holy men. Baha'v’lldh was
always kind, loving, and truthful with everyone He encoun-
tered. Since there were no radios, televisions, or telephones in
those days, the only way news spread was by word-of-mouth.
Gradually His reputation grew throughout the city as a Man of
great wisdom and perfect character. Despite the lack of mod-
ern ways of communicating, hundreds of people knew of Him
and came to love Him.
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When Bahd’'u’llah was relatively unknown in the city,
He was not a threat to the Muslim authorities. The more
respected and well-known Baha’u’llah became, the more the
authorities became uneasy and jealous of how many people
listened to Him and followed Him. Two men in particular
decided something needed to be done to discredit Baha’u’llah.
One of these enemies of Bahd'u’llah was Shaykh ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn, and the other was the Persian Ambassador in
Baghdad, Mirza Buzurg Khan.

What do you do if you want to harm someone, but that
Someone is wise and good and most of the city respects Him?
The only thing the Shaykh and Mirza Buzurg Khan could
think to do was spread lies about Baha’u’llah to the authori-
ties. Both men demanded that Bahd’u’lldh be sent away from
Baghdad. They demanded that the authorities force Him to
leave the city. They claimed that Baha’u’llah was dangerous to
the faith of Islam, and to the people of Baghdad. The authori-
ties refused to listen to them. When this plan didn’t work, they
tried spreading lies and rumors among the people of Baghdad.
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Haji Mulla Hasan made an appointment to interview
Bah4’u’llah at His home. As soon as he arrived at Baha’u’llah’s
home and introduced himself, an amazing thing happened.
H4ji Mulla Hasan was overwhelmed by the power and majesty
of Bahd’u’llah and could barely speak. He quickly understood
that what he knew about spiritual truth was nothing compared
to what Bahda’w'llah knew. H4ji Mulla Hasan’s understanding
was like a small drop compared to Baha'u’lldh’s ocean of
knowledge. Bahd'u’llah calmly and skillfully answered all of
Haji Mulla Hasan’s questions.

He sat silently in Bahd'u’llah’s presence. He felt foolish
asking Baha’'u’llah what the holy men wanted him to ask. The
gathering of holy men had been convinced that they could
prove how wrong Baha’u’llah was. Their plan was to make Him
look like a fraud so the people of Baghdad would turn to them,
not Bah4’u’llah, for guidance. They wanted Baha’u’llah to per-
form a miracle, but they did not expect that Baha’u’lldh could
actually make a miracle happen!
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Slowly, Haji Mulld Hasan told Bahd’u’llah that the holy :
men wanted Him to perform a miracle—to prove that the Bébi # o
religion was from God. With a deep sigh, Bahd'v’llah looked
into H4ji Mulld Hasan’s eyes and said to him:

Although you have no right to ask this, for God
should test His creatures, and they should not test God,
still I allow and accept this request . . . [They] must
assemble, and with one accord, choose one miracle,
and write that, after the performance of this miracle
they will no longer entertain doubts about Me, and that
all will acknowledge and confess the truth of My Cause.
Let them seal this paper, and bring it to Me. This must
be the accepted criterion: if the miracle is performed,
no doubt will remain for them; and if not, We shall be
convicted of imposture.

So, Bah4’u’lldh accepted the challenge of performing a
miracle—but on two conditions. The first condition was that
everyone had to agree what the miracle would be. And then,
if Bahd’u’llah performed an amazing act, the holy men had to
accept the truth of Baha’u’llah’s words. They had to tell every-
one that Baha'u’llah’s Message was truly from God.
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