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Thou art she, who, before the
creation of the world of being,
found the fragrance of the
garment of the Merciful.

— Bahd’u’lldh, quoted in H.M. Baluzi, Khadijih Bagum: The Wife of the Bdb, p. 14
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Soon Khadijih Bagum had another dream. This time
she had a visitor—F4frimih, the daughter of Muhammad.
Farimih had come to ask for her hand in marriage. She
wanted her to marry her very own son, the Imdm Husayn.

That very day, the Bab’s mother and grandmother
paid a visit to her mother. Khadijih Bagum took them
some sharbat, some fruit syrup, then left them alone.

Soon they rose to leave. Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad’s
mother kissed her tenderly on the forehead. This was
unusual. Khadijih Bagum was puzzled and uncertain.

“She has asked for your hand in marriage to her

Son,” her mother explained. From that day, Khadijih
Bagum felt a great stirring in her heart.

They were married in Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad’s own
house. She lived there with Him and His beloved mother.
Those were warm and happy days.
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One night she had yet another dream. She had her
arms around the neck of a fearsome lion. It dragged her
twice around the courtyard and then halfway again.
Suddenly she was awake and afraid. She poured out her
dream to her Husband. “You awoke too soon,” He said.
“Your dream portends that our life together will last no
more than two-and-a-half years.”

Such a short time! And what of the terrible lion?
But her Husband calmed her fear. Soon she felt ready to
accept anything in the path of God. It wasn’t long before
she was tested.

One afternoon Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad came home
earlier than usual. That evening, He said, He had some-
thing special to do. After an early dinner, He went to His
room. An hour later, the house quieted. Then He rose and
left the room.
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